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Newsletter articles  
are due the 15th  
of each month. 

Greetings! 
 December is upon us; the year is almost over! I must admit that it seems it was just a 
few weeks ago that the moving truck left with boxes to unpack…how can we already be at the 
end of the year? Time moves so quickly, doesn’t it? It seems I get to this time of year and 
spend time reflecting on the Decembers of my past. The days that were filled with activities, 
baking, choir cantata rehearsals and performances, shopping, wrapping, baking, decorating 
the tree. All things that I enjoy doing! 
 Decorating the tree has always been a special time for me. Every year as I take each 
ornament out, there is a story. There are ornaments that bring back happy memories of those 
who are no longer here to gather around the tree. Some of them are from friends who have 
walked beside me in difficult times. Others are from church members who have loved me, 
even when I made mistakes. All so very special. And at the very top of the tree--a star. I used 
to put an angel at the top of the tree for a time. It reminded me of the angels that spoke to 
Zachariah, telling him Elizabeth would give birth to a child, even in their old age. Then there 
is the angel that came to Mary with surprising news, “’Rejoice favored One! The Lord is 
with you!’ She was confused by these words and wondered what kind of greeting this might 
be. The angel said, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. God is honoring you. Look! You will conceive 
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and he will be called 
the Son of the Most High…” (Luke 29-32a). Of course, we cannot forget the angel that 
greeted Joseph, “Joseph son of David, don’t be afraid to take Mary as your wife, because 
the child she carries was conceived by the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:20b). Then the angels 
appeared to the shepherds, “Don’t be afraid! Look! I bring good news to you—wonderful, 
joyous news for all people. Your savior is born today in David’s city. He is Christ the Lord. 
This is a sign for you: you will find a newborn baby wrapped snugly and lying in a man-
ger” (Luke 2: 10-12).  
 I still have angels as decorations, but the top of my Christmas tree is adorned with a 
star. For me, starlight is my guide. Oh, I know our ancestors used the stars for navigation, I 
have no clue how to navigate by the stars (although I can identify the Big Dipper). I do know 
that the stars tell me the light of God is shining. Every light display that I see this time of year 
is a joy! On these dark nights, to see the lights twinkling in the sky and the bright star on the 
top of my tree remind me that that the light of Christ pierces through the darkest night. 
“Arise! Shine! Your light has come; the Lord’s glory has shone upon you. Though dark-
ness covers the earth and gloom the nations, the Lord will shine upon you; God’s glory will 
appear over you (Isaiah 60:1-2). 
 Jesus tells us, “I am the light of the world” (John 8:12). The bright star on the top of 
my tree reminds me that we are celebrating what Isaiah wrote about, the Light has come! 
What other reason do we have to celebrate! 
 My family has decided to change the way we celebrate Christmas this year. The past 
few years we drew names for gift giving. Now with the kids grown and living further away, 
and a family with the expense of a new baby…we decided not to draw names. As my astute 
nephew Chet said, “Christmas should not be about spending money on material things, no 
one should feel they are giving because they are supposed to, rather because we want to.” 
We are all still free to give gifts, but only because we want to. I love that my family under-
stands that we have already received the greatest gift, a baby born in Bethlehem and lying in a 
manger…the Light of the world come to earth to shine his light upon us.  
 I hope and pray that this Christmas you can look at the lights and think of the great 
gift you have received, the Light of the world shining on you and me. 

 
 May your Christmas celebration be filled with the Light of Christ. 
 
Shalom, 
 

Pastor Mona 

9:30 am Café  Worship  
in Féllowship Hall 

9:30 am Childrén’s  
Ministry and 
Nurséry 

11 am Traditional 
Worship 
In Sanctuary 

 

Sundays 

Pastor’s Page DECEMBER SERMONS 
 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 
2nd Sunday of Advent/ Communion Sunday 
Scripture: Isaiah 9:2, 6  & Luke 4:16-20 
Sermon: Jesus Redeemer of Our Past 
 
Sunday December 12, 2021 
3rd Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Deuteronomy 15:11 & Luke 1:45b-55 
Sermon: The Greatest Gift 
 
Sunday, December 19, 2021  
4th Sunday of Advent 
Scripture: Revelation 1:18-23 & Matthew 1:18-13 
Sermon: Accepting Christ’s Invitation 
 
Sunday, December 26, 2021 
1st Sunday After Christmas 

One Service at 10:00 
Scripture: John 1:1-14 
Sermon: Gift Giving 
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Noah’s Ark Children’s Center & Preschool 

Wow; December already!  The time of year for good cheer and good will to celebrate the birth 
of Jesus.  What a blessing that we work in a Center where we are free, and encouraged, to share 
the love of Jesus with our staff, children, and families.  The holidays can bring so many mixed 
emotions for so many; we hope to do all we can to add to the good.  
 

The children have been working so hard on their Christmas program songs; we hope that we will 
be able to hold it amid the current covid climate and we hope that if we are able to hold it that 
you are able to attend it, as well!  It is Friday, December 3 at 6:30 pm.  Grab & go refreshments 
after. Families please sit together & distance from other families. Masks are highly recom-
mended.  
 

As the weather continues to change, the kiddos may be using the fellowship hall more 
often for their morning and afternoon recess.  Mary Jo has been getting new equipment 
for them throughout the year to prepare for the extreme cold days; we will share pictures 
in upcoming newsletters!  However, it was a gorgeous autumn this year and the kids were 
able to get a lot of fresh air and sunshine! 
 

Early Childhood Fun Fact:  Infant educational television does not promote intellectual 
development, because infants respond to things that respond to them. Even the most 
advanced DVD does not respond to the specific cues of an    infant. Playing with a baby is 
far more valuable than even the most expensive system of videos. 
 

Staff Birthdays:  Ms. Amy 12.04 
 

Wish List:  Kleenex (small packs); Baby Shampoo; Baby Lotion (unscented preferred); 
Wooden Craft Sticks; Pipe Cleaners; Dot Stickers (like for pricing) 
 
--  

Mary Jo Pouillon, Director 
Noah's Ark Children's Center 
989-725-2202 Work 
989-666-1352 Cell 
989-729-1721 Fax 
www.naccpreschool.com 
"Imagination is more important than knowledge." 
~Albert Einstein 

UMW Christmas Dinner will be Dec. 14 @ 6:00P.M. in Fellow-

ship Hall.  Our meal will be catered by Jacob Pahssen. Tickets are 

$15.00 and will be available in the church office and on Sunday 

mornings.                                    Menu 

*Oven Roasted Vegetable Pasta Salad with Italian Vinaigrette 

*Michigan Apple salad with Cheddar cheese 

*candied walnuts and apple cider vinaigrette 

*Herb roasted chicken breast with Fresh Mozzarella & Roasted 

Tomato Sauce topped with balsamic reduction 

*assorted fall roasted vegetables 

*Parmesan garlic roasted marble potatoes with fresh herbs 

*soft yeast rolls & butter  

*dessert 
 

James Mullins will provide Christmas music for our program. You will need to purchase your tickets by Dec.6, 

so we can give the caterer the exact count. We will prepare the shut-in bags. Please bring cuties, apples, 

Little Debbie cakes, individually wrapped candy, granola bars, goldfish crackers, etc. Come join us for the last 

UMW meeting!  We will Celebrate the birth of our Savior and UMW!!  All ladies are welcome!  
 

Executive Board Meeting: Dec. 6 at 9:30 am in Parlor.  We will be emptying the treasury and voting to dis-

band UMW.  
 

I have been involved with UMW for many years.  In 2000 I became Vice-President under Rhonda Doan. In 

2004 I became President, and have been in that position until now except for one year when Kathy Smith 

and I shared the position and part of one year when Kathy was president.  I have enjoyed being President 

very much. It has been a very rewarding experience.  We have carried out the purpose of the UMW very 

well.  We have increased our faith in God, had wonderful fellowship with one another.  We have laughed and 

cried together.  We have made lifelong friendships, and we have made a difference in our church, our com-

munity and in the world with our mission giving.  What a blessing UMW has been!  Thank you for giving me 

this special privilege to be your President. It has been an honor, and I have been very blessed.  
 

Ladies--our work is not done!!!!! 

Merry Christmas and God Bless! ~ Carolyn Wing, President 

2021 
Mitten Tree 

 
The mitten tree will 

be in the foyer      
mid-Nov. for  your 

donations of mittens, 
gloves, hats, and 

scarves. 
They will be taken to 
the Salvation Army 

in December.  Thank you! 

 

United Methodist Women 

http://www.naccpreschool.com
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• Elaine Shepard, eye surgery 

• Nona & Robert Whitehead, COVID (sister of Ellen Goldbeck) 

• Bill Hutchinson, cancer returned (friend of Alperts) 

• Michael Warren, very weak, at Memorial Healthcare 

• Janet Wilt, hip replacement surgery 

• Ellen Goldbeck, congestive heart failure, A-fib,  

• Bob Gilman, pneumonia & Covid, was hospitalized 

• Kay Champion, knee repl. surgery 10/21, rec. at Ovid Healthcare 

• Tom C., passed away (friend of Don Horton) 

• Amelia Burwell, critical brain injury in car accident  

• Renee, vent due to Covid, previous stroke 

• Lyle Holmes & girlfriend twin boys, one passed away 

• Sergio Louks, state 4 cancer, PET scan & surgery 

• Donna Nault, heart issues, Sparrow (friends of Alperts) 

• Connie Mead, cancer (Tonja Ellis’) cousin 

• Kim Wiedbusch, is battling cancer again, malignant sarcoma 

• Barry Burns (nephew/Sharon Marsh) colon cancer ret./surgery 

• Marie Anderson, breast cancer 

• Betty Pudvay, breast cancer 

• Gary Slocum, cancer  

• Suzanne Uptigrove, non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma 

• Kaiser Wyllys, 4 yr. old with leukemia 

 

Please pray for. . .  

A new vanity was installed in the ladies restroom near the church 
office,  which completes the ladies restroom remodel.  The entire 

project was funded by the endowment fund.  The remodeled    
restroom will be more appealing and convenient for our parishion-

ers, children of Noah’s Ark, and especially to our guests. 
        During the November meeting, the trustees committee has 
decided to focus on two new projects: 1. Removal of portion of 

curb in main parking lot and handicap ramp to be installed. 
2.  Ceiling fans in Sanctuary to help control rising utility 

costs.   Thank you to JoAnn Messmer and Russ Friess. Their terms end this year, and the trustees 
committee has appreciated their dedication and ideas the past four years.  ~ Brian Drake  

Tower Tidings ~ First UMC                                 December   2021 Page 3 

Shut-Ins 
• Muriel Hofacker, c/o Chuck Hofacker 106 N. Shia St. #212, Corunna, MI  

• Ellen Goldbeck, 1850 Babcock, Apt. 11, Owosso, MI 

• Helen Stanton, Safe Haven, 5917 Edson St. Haslett, MI 48840 

• Judy Helmker, 1694 N M52 #221, Owosso, MI  

• Genny Jennings, The Meadows, 245 Caledonia Dr. #110, Owosso, MI 

• Billie Sisson, c/o Peggy Johnson, 37054 Millstone Tr. Lenox Twp, MI 48048  

• Sandy Horton, Pleasant View, 275 Caledonia Dr., Harbors Wing #353-B,   

• Gail Passmore, Durand Rehab Center, 8750 Monroe Rd, Durand, MI 48429   

• Ann Ferden, Oliver Woods, 1330 W. Oliver, #313, Owosso (989-494-0073)         

• Greg Cobb, We Care AFC, 3973 W. Grand River Rd., Owosso 

• Linda Harris, Oliver Woods, 1330 W. Oliver St. #416, Owosso, MI  

Our Military 

• SrA Seth Griffin, Cannon AFB, NM  

• SPC Brady Watts Ft. Campbell, KY  

• Kamerin DeWulf, Air Force 

• Corp. Jonathon Heath, Ft. Wainwright, AK  

• SGT Joseph Heath, Wahiawa, HI  

• John Schlaud, Marines, 5th  

• Joel Agle    

• Ryan Weaver, Army Reserves 

• SFC Jason Cassing 

• SSGT Tyler Ardelean, Misawa Air Base, 

Japan 

• SGT Audrey and SFC David Santana, D.C.  

• Todd Hofacker, California  

• Kory Alliton, Marine, Camp LaJune, NC 

• Yuka Peters, Ft. Bliss, TX  

The United Methodist Men want to 
thank all who donated to 

Veterans Sunday Military Bible Stick 
Project.  

Because of your generosity, $1315 
was raised.  

As a result, 52 Bible Sticks will be 
made available for our military. 

 
Thanks Again 

 

ADVENT STUDY  
Dec 1, 8, 15 & 22 

Wednesdays at 2 pm OR 6pm 
 

Rediscover the gift of Advent that comes without pack-
ages, ribbons, and bows.  In this new 4-week Advent 
study, Matt Rawle explores the faith themes in the 
Christmas classic How the Grinch Stole Christmas!      

including, how did the Grinch’s heart grow three sizes 
come Christmas morning?  How did Christmas save the 

Grinch?  Could it be that the very thing we think we 
hate is the one thing that changes our lives?  This Advent and Christmas         

season, look at a familiar classic through the lens of faith and see how Christ 
speaks to us through our culture. 

Led by Pastor Mona 

I feel very blessed by the many prayers, cards and calls following my 
hip replacement surgery.  I am recovering well and working in  

physical therapy to get back to 'normal'.  Larry and I thank you for 
your continued prayers! 

Janet Wilt 

  

Linda Harris 1 

Marj Sutliff 2 

Jeffrey Andres 3 

Bill Lawson  3 

Cathy Jo Hunter 4 

Gaile Passmore 5 

Emma Johnson 8 

Justin Johnson 8 

Nathan Grubb 9 

Pat Pudvay 10 

Shana Andres 12 

Olivia Cassing 12 

Destiny King 12 

Jessica Whelan 12 

Susan Weaver 13 

Lewis Helmker 14 

Jackie Euper 18 

Cody Baker 19 

Rita Bill 19 

Noah Pierson 20 

Richard Sack 20 

Meredith Cassing 22 

Lucas Messmer 22 

Erin Ardelean 23 

Jameson Downing 23 

Aaron Gillett 24 

Julie MacKay 28 

Jackie Nicholson 30 

Youth Group  

cookie baking day  

Sat 12/4 @ 10 am  

in the church kitchen with  

Pastor Mona Joslyn.  

Bake sale at church 12/5.   

All youth 6th-12th grades are                 
welcome. Bring friends.  
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United Methodist  
Men’s Breakfast 
Dec 4 ~ 8:30 am 

First UMC Fellowship Hall 
ALL men are welcome &  

encouraged to attend. Please 
RSVP to the church office 
{989-725-2201} by 12/2 

if you plan to attend. 

 

Ring Back the Joy with a  

Classical Bells Christmas 

Sat., Dec. 11, 7pm 

Laingsburg UMC,  

210 Crum St. 

Tickets $10 by calling 

517-651-5531 or at the 

door.  Proceeds to benefit 

Core Youth Group 

12th Annual United Methodist Men's Coat Drive 
The United Methodist Men want to thank all who contributed coats to their coat drive. So far 
24 coats have been delivered to the Salvation Army. Your support and generosity has made it 
possible for several people to be kept warm. 
 
We will continue to collect new and gently used adult and children's coats through  March. 
Thanks again for support and generosity you give to this annual project. 

 

Missions Ministry 

MISSIONS LABELS 

The Missions Team has come up with some labels you can put 
on the back of your Christmas card envelopes (or any envelope) 
showing that you support missions at Owosso First United Meth-
odist Church. Each sheet has 30 labels on it with 3 different   
designs.   Requested donation is $5.00 per sheet.  They will be available at both worship 
services. 

 

PARISH POST OFFICE 

Since there are a number of people who are not back to in-person worship at this time, we 
have decided not to have the Parish Post Office this year, as we would end up with a lot of 
Christmas cards that would not get picked up.  Please mail a Christmas card to each of our 
shut-ins and those who are not getting out to church at this time.  We know that would 
mean a great deal to them.  And don’t forget to get some of our Missions Labels to put on 
the back of your envelopes! 

 

 

Thank you for the many ways you care for others during the holidays. 

Karolyn Dawley 

Chair of the Missions Team 

 

Family Movie Night   

Sat. Dec. 4th @ 7pm 

“The Star”   

Popcorn, snacks, beverages provided. 

Everyone welcome. Bring family/friends. 

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 
1 

2 & 6pm 
Advent Study 

 
7-8 pm Narc. Anon. 

in person-Rm A 

2 
9 am Prayer 

Quilting 
 
 

3 
6:30 pm 
Noah’s Ark 
Christmas 
Program 

4 
8:30 am Men’s 

Breakfast 
10 am Youth 

Cookies 
7 pm Family  
Movie Night  
“The Star” 

 

5     Youth Bake Sale 
 
  9:30 am Café Worship 
  9:30 am Children’s Worship 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

6 
 
 
 

7 
9:30 UMW 

Exec.  
Breakfast 

 
12 - Singles 
Over Sixty 

401 Restau-
rant, Corunna 

 
6-Stephen 
Ministry 

8 
10 am Noah’s Ark 

Chapel-Pastor 
 

2 & 6pm 
Advent Study 

 
7-8 pm Narc. Anon. 

in person-Rm A 

9 
9 am Prayer 

Quilting 
 

10am Older 
Adult Min. 

Team 

10 11 
 

12    
 
  9:30 am Café Worship 
  9:30 am Children’s Worship 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 
 

13 
 

6:30 Family Ministry & 
Outreach/Membercare  

 
 

14 
6 pm UMW 
Christmas 

Dinner 
 
 

15 
2 & 6pm 

Advent Study 
 

7-8 pm Narc. Anon. 
in person-Rm A 

16 
9 am Prayer 

Quilting 
 

7 pm Longest 
Night Service 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 
  9:30 am Café Worship with  
                  Praise Band 
  9:30 am Children’s Worship 
11:00 am Traditional Worship 

20 
 

1 pm JOYful Beginnings 
 
 

21 
 

 

22 
10 am Noah’s Ark 

Chapel-Pastor 
 

11 am Staff Mtg. 
 

2 & 6pm 
Advent Study 

 
7-8 pm Narc. Anon. 

in person-Rm A 

23 
 
 

 

24 
Church 
Office 
Closed 
 
8 pm  
Christmas 
Eve Service 

25 

26 
  10:00 am Worship with 
Christmas Carols 

27 
6:15 pm Finance 

 
 

28 29 30 
 

 

31  

 

The Longest Night 
 

A “Longest Night” service will be held in 
the Chapel on Thursday, Dec. 16 at 7 pm.   
A time to come together to acknowledge 

the sadness and loss many experience   
during the holidays.   

No need to RSVP.                                                              
Our doors will be open to all.                                                                  

                 


