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Newsletter articles  
are due the 15th  
of each month. 

Greetings! 
 I have been watching the fall colors burst out in all their glory this year. The maple tree on the south 
side of the parsonage was extremely beautiful this year.  I have truly enjoyed gazing at its beauty both with 
the sun shining on it and on the cloudy days, the red leaves were brilliant throughout the season! Now     
November is upon us and the cloudy days will likely increase, and the rain will fall, and the temperatures will 
cool, and the scent of pumpkin spice is filling many homes.  
 There are special days all throughout November.  Veteran’s Day--an opportunity to thank those who 
have served this country proudly. Thanksgiving--a day when family and friends gather together and give 
thanks for a bountiful harvest. In my family, Thanksgiving weekend has become our traditional “cookie day”. 
When my nieces and nephews were little, they would come, and we would bake Christmas cut-out sugar and 
gingerbread family cookies and then decorate them all. Now that they have all gotten older, cookie day is 
mostly decorating the cookies that I have baked. Regardless of whether we bake and decorate or just deco-
rate, it is one of my favorite days of the year! We spend our time remembering cookie days past and we  
share stories of the family members who have left this world and are now part of the “Great Cloud of Witness-
es.”  
 All Saints’ Day is a special day for me. I know people who are mourning friends and loved ones who 
have joined that heavenly throng, it can be a difficult service, I appreciate the opportunity to gaze on each 
candle light and give thanks for the life that it represents, and the light that shined from them as they offered 
Christ to the world, and how they affected the life of those who remember them. It also affords me moments 
to remember and give thanks for those in my life who have formed me into the person I have become. These 
saints of light let their lights shine into the lives of others and igniting lights in so many other people. 
 I have to say that I didn’t really think about the flickering of the candle flames much, until after walk-
ing through the Children’s Memorial at Yad Vashem, the Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem. It is a short walk 
through the memorial, yet it can take a long time to get from the entrance to the exit. The memorial is hol-
lowed out from an underground cavern, it is a dark and somber space. There are panels of mirror that hang 
from the ceiling to reflect the light of five candles. The flame from the candlelight looks like millions of stars 
flickering in the dark sky, honoring the 1.5 million Jewish children who were murdered during the Holocaust. 
As you walk through the names of each child are spoken and you gaze at the “star-lights” and if you look, you 
can see yourself in the mirrors among the lights. Seeing myself in the midst of those lights caused me to think 
of a lot of things, I am a child of Abraham, and I have had the opportunity by the grace of God to live a longer 
life than these children whose names were being read. I am called to be a light to the world. Being in the 
midst of the memorial of this “Great Cloud of Witnesses”, I realize that I am part of a world that needs more 
light.  
 Hebrews tells us: “Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 
also lay aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfector of our faith, who for the sake of 
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at 
the right hand of the throne of God” (Hebrews 12:1-2). That Great Cloud of Witnesses surrounds us as we 
walk our faith journey each and every day. And because we have that gift, we should light our wicks and let 
our lights shine! 
 In a world that is filled with darkness, the light of God still shines! It shines in you and in me and as 
we follow Jesus, we will carry the light of God into a world that will be lit up by the love of Jesus that we share 
with others. So let your lights shine, the darkness cannot and will not overcome it! 
 
Shalom,  
Pastor Mona 

10 am Worship  

Nov 6 All Saints’ Sunday 
& New Members 

Nov 13 4:00 pm 
Denominational 
Info Meeting 

 

Sundays 
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Noah’s Ark Children’s Center & Preschool 

Caren Jones 1 

Katelyn Clarke 4 

Jared Gill 5 

Gary Slocum 5 

Janet Wilt 6 

Deb Knipe 8 

Lola Lobb 9 

Benjamin Delcamp 12 

Karin VanderMolen 12 

Midge Bagwell 14 

Sydney Baker 20 

David Maurer 22 

Brody Warfle 22 

Kirk Peters 24 

Kim Peters 25 

Shirley Lyon 27 

Evelynn Gillett 30 

Garrison Weber 30 

Outside time is SO important in our program.  The benefits of outdoor time in        
children has been studied numerous times and all show the benefits of the             
outdoors.  This is one of the reasons why we keep improving upon our beautiful   
playgrounds.  We want to create environments that are aesthetically pleasing to the 
children and adults, offer appropriate risks and challenges for the children to build 
their skills, loose parts for children to explore their imaginations, and as much 
natural materials as possible to help the children be connected to the earth and 
all the benefits she provides us.  We love having our garden every spring and 
summer.  We love climbing the tree.  We love running and rolling in the grass, 
digging in the sand, biking on the newly improved path, “cooking” with mud, 
playing in and with the water, and so much more!   
 
We are so excited to be able to replace the old blue climber (that is becoming 
unsafe) with a new one this upcoming spring/summer.  And we look forward to 
continuing to add more natural elements to the toddler playground. We also 
love playing in ALL kinds of weather!  We love climbing and sledding down the 
snow hills, love putting our rain gear on and exploring puddles, love collecting 
and playing with the falling leaves, and of course we love running and playing 
games when it's warm.   
 
Early Childhood Fun Fact:  Children who spend more 
time outdoors are less likely to become myopic 
(nearsighted). One study found that two hours per day of 
outdoor activity reduces the risk of myopia by about a 
factor of four compared with less than one hour per day. 
 
Staff Birthdays: Nov 4 - Ms. Laurie 
 
Wish List:  Our classroom and center Amazon wish lists 
can be found on our website: 
www.naccpreschool.com/lists 
 
 
Mary Jo Pouillon, Director 
Noah's Ark Children's Center 
989-725-2202 Work  
989-666-1352 Cell 
989-729-1721 Fax 
www.naccpreschool.com 
"Imagination is more important 
than knowledge." 
~Albert Einstein 

Stephen Ministry is reviewing some of the train-
ing lessons using the new edition of the training 
manual.  Last week we discussed "Bring the    
Caring Relationship to a Close."  Closure is a    
process just as anything in Stephen Ministry.  It 
can be initiated by either the care-receiver or the 
caregiver.  Sometimes the care-receiver wants to 
close the caring relationship prematurely.    
 
Whoever suggests the closure, the process is 
similar.  The care-giver will suggest to meet a 

couple of times every two weeks instead of every week to accustom the care-
receiver to not having the support during that period.  When both care-giver and 
care-receiver conclude that it is time to end the official caring relationship, the 
care-giver could review with the care-receiver how far the person has come 
since the relationship started.  It helps the care- receiver to look back and notice 
the progress that has been made in their original need for a caring person to 
come alongside to listen to their concerns.   
 
This process is discussed in the support group consisting of other Stephen Minis-
ters and Stephen Leaders.  As always, the confidentially of the care-receiver is 
protected.  The purpose of the support group is to listen and support each      
Stephen Minister in his or her caring relationship.  The support of the care-giver 
is so important.  Stephen Ministry does not leave the care-giver to question how 
effective their caring relationship is or sometimes have questions on the          
direction they think the relationship should go.   
 
As always, the resources that Stephen Ministry in St. Louis, Mo provide gives the 
Stephen Ministry program in each local church direction and guidance for many 
circumstances and equips lay caregivers to serve Jesus in caring for His people.   
 
Carolyn Barnes 

Many thanks to everyone who 
donated items to the fall rum-

mage sale.  Thank you for 
setting up, organizing, and 

making the sale a big success!!! 
We made over $2100. Catholic 

Charities and Angels Hand 
Community Outreach  

took leftover items and the 
rest was donated to Volunteers 
of America.  Family Ministries 

sold muffins & coffee and 
made $96 for Local Missions.   

Thank you to those who      
donated muffins. 

 

Welcome our New Members! 
 

Sunday, November 6, during the 10 am service,  
we are happy to be receiving six new members.   
There will be a time of greeting with donuts & 

coffee BEFORE the 10 am worship service.  Please 
plan to come a little early to meet and welcome  
Chris & Teri Delcamp, Fred Delcamp, Bob Davis, 

Cindy Thompson, and Mary Jo Pouillon.  

http://www.naccpreschool.com/lists
http://www.naccpreschool.com
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Our Church Family & Friends 

• Ken & Pat Beebe, Ken diagnosed with rare & terminal disease 
(friends of Wilts) 

• Ruth Tucker, undergoing chemo (sister of James Mullins) 

• Pat Loomis, cancer (friend of grandma Bev) 

• Family of Muriel Hofacker, passed away 9/20 

• Tracy VanRiper, stage 4 colon cancer, chemo not working        
(Bonnie Cohoon’s daughter) 

• Cody Wheeler, Hurley, critical car accident (Bob & Sharon 
Marsh’s nephew) 

• Sandy Horton, not responding well to dialysis 

• Brian Mote & family (husband of Alperts niece in Tucson) 

• Gene Goodson, multiple medical problems, blood cancer         
(JoAnn. Goodson’s brother) 

• Michael Warren, elbow injury, infection (Cheryll Warren’s son) 

• Chad Bucsi, released from hospital, still needs rehab 

• Betty Hollenback, chemo/cardiac tumor (Mullins’ son-in-law’s 
mom) 

• Bill Hutchinson, cancer spread (friend of Alperts) 

• Sergio Louks, chemo working, pray for remission 

• Kaiser Wyllys, 4 yr. old with leukemia 

 

Please pray for. . .  
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Shut-Ins 
• Gail Rheaume, The Meadows, 245 Caledonia Dr., Owosso (989-720-8823) 

• Ellen Goldbeck, 1850 Babcock, Apt. 11, Owosso  (989-413-2470) 

• Helen Stanton, Owl’s Nest, 3037 S. M52, Owosso (989-723-6378) 

• Judy Helmker, 1694 N M52 #221, Owosso (989-723-1044) 

• Genny Jennings, The Meadows, 245 Caledonia Dr. #110, Owosso (989-277-3695) 

• Billie Sisson, c/o Peggy Johnson, 37054 Millstone Tr. Lenox Twp, MI 48048  

• Sandy Horton, Pleasant View, 275 Caledonia Dr., Harbors Wing #371, (989-743-3491)    

• Gail Passmore, Kiwanis Village 1464 N. M52, Apt #7, Owosso (989-472-3676) 

• Ann Ferden, The Woodlands, 910 Woodlands Dr. DeWitt, MI 48820 (517-668-6559) 

• Linda Harris, Oliver Woods, 1330 W. Oliver St. #416, Owosso (989-279-0227) 

• Peggy & Terry Gulick, Oliver Woods, 1330 W. Oliver, Owosso (989-277-3838) 

Our Military 

• T Sgt Tyler Ardelean, Misawa AB, Japan 

• Staff Sergeant Audrey, DC 

• SFC David Santana, DC  

• Todd Hofacker, California  

• Kory Alliton, Marine, Camp LaJune, NC 

• Yuka Peters, Ft. Bliss, TX  

• Corp. Jonathan Clarke, Marines, CA 

• SPC Brady Watts, Ft. Campbell, KY 

• Cody Rozell, Syria  

• Kamerin DeWulf, Air Force 

• Corp. Jonathan Heath, Ft. Wainwright, AK 

• SGT Joseph Heath, Wahiawa, HI 

• John Schlaud, Marines, 5th 

• Joel Agle 

• Ryan Weaver, Army Reserve 

• MSG Jason Cassing 

 

Missions Ministry Team 

SALVATION ARMY FOOD COLLECTION 
Remember, we are collecting non-perishable food for The Salvation 
Army all during the months of October and November.  While all food 
items are appreciated, here is a list of items they especially can use: 
Seasonings (onion, garlic powder, pepper), canned fruit, canned 
meats.  They do not need canned green beans or corn at this time. 
 
 
COMPASSIONATE CHRISTMAS FAIR 
Enclosed in this newsletter is the brochure for this year’s Compas-
sionate Christmas Fair.  If you want to give a gift to someone who just 
doesn’t need anything, consider giving to one of the projects listed in 
the brochure, and letting that person know you have donated in their 
honor.  Give a gift to help someone in need for Jesus’ birthday. 
 
 
PARISH POST OFFICE 
With the attendance at in-person worship still down, we have decid-
ed not to have the Parish Post Office again this year, as we would end 
up with a lot of Christmas cards that would not get picked up.  Please 
mail a Christmas card to each of our shut-ins and those who are not 
getting out to church at this time.  We know that would mean a great 
deal to them. 
 
 
Thank you for the many ways you care for others. 
Karolyn Dawley 
Chair of the Missions Team 
  

 

On the check-in table 
in the foyer, are  
copies of lists of 
those folks who 

would appreciate 
being sent a card, or 
to receive a phone 
call.  There are also 
cards & envelopes. 
Please feel free to 
pick them up and 
reach out to keep 

these people feeling 
connected to our 

church family. 

Denominational  
Information Meeting 

Sunday,  
Nov 13 @ 4pm 

 
We will have a time to gather 

information regarding the split 

in The United Methodist Church 

resulting in the formation of the 

Global Methodist Church.  

There will be videos from Rob 

Renfroe, Teaching Pastor at The 

Woodlands United Methodist 

Church. Pastor Renfroe has been 

the President and Publisher of 

Good News.  

There will also be videos from 

Adam Hamilton, lead Pastor at 

Church of the Resurrection.  

Pastor Hamilton produces      

videos for Proud To Be UMC.   

Pastor Mona will answer      

questions as best as she can.  

 

This is not a time for taking a 

vote on anything, this is strictly 

an informational time. Hope 

you will be able to come! 

 

All ladies are invited to a                  
CHRISTMAS BRUNCH ON  

Saturday, Dec. 3rd at 10 am. 
We will empty the treasury 
and decide what projects to 

support this year. 
Please RSVP to the church 

office 989.725.2201. 
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There will be a United  
Methodist Men's Breakfast  
Saturday, Nov. 5th @ 8:30 
am in the Fellowship Hall of 

Owosso First United  
Methodist Church.  

The breakfast will be  
prepared by the cook from 
Noah's Ark. It will consist of 
eggs, sausage, and potatoes. 

The cost is $10.  
 

Please RSVP to the church 
office along with $10 for the 
breakfast  by Wednesday, 

Nov. 2  if you plan on   
attending. 

All men are encouraged and 
welcome to attend.  

SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT 

1 
 

Noon - Singles Over 
60-WIG 

 
6:00 pm Stephen 
Ministry - Zoom 

2 
 

7-8 pm  
Narc. Anon.  

~ Zoom 

3 
 
 
 

4 
 

5 
 

8:30 am 
Men’s  

Breakfast 

 

6   All Saints’ Day 
 
9:30 New Members 
Reception 
 
10 am Worship  
In Sanctuary 
 
2 pm Memorial   
Service & Luncheon 

7 
 

3:15 pm Bell 
Choir 

 
 
 

8 
 

9 
10 am - Noah’s 

Ark Chapel 
Time 

 
7-8 pm  

Narc. Anon.  
~ Zoom 

10 
10 am Older 
Adult Min. 

 
 

11 12 
 

13 
 
10 am Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 
4:00 pm  
Denominational Info 
Meeting 

14 
 

1:00 pm JOYful 
Beginnings 

 

 
3:15 pm Bell 

Choir 
 

6:30 Family Min/
Membercare/

Outreach 

15 
 
 

6:00 pm Stephen 
Ministry - Zoom 

16 
 

7 pm Worship 
Team 

 
7-8 pm  

Narc. Anon.  
~ Zoom 

17 
 
7 pm SPRC 

 
 

18 19 

20 
 
10 am Worship in 
Sanctuary 

21 
 

3:15 pm Bell 
Choir 

 
7 pm  Trustees 

 
 

22 
 

6:15 pm Finance 
Committee    

 
7 pm  

Ad. Council 

23 
10 am - Noah’s 

Ark Chapel 
Time 

 
7-8 pm  

Narc. Anon.  
~ Zoom 

24 
 

 

25 26 

27 
First Sunday Advent 
 
10 am Worship in 
Sanctuary 
 

28 
3:15 pm Bell 

Choir 
 
 

6:00 pm Noah’s 
Ark Board 

29 30  

Singles Over 60 

Noon  

Tuesday, Nov. 1 

Wrought Iron Grill 

Church Office &  
Noah’s Ark Closed  
Thursday & Friday 

Holiday Dinner ~ December 4 
 

All are welcome to join in fellowship for a 
Holiday Potluck Dinner after the 10 am worship  
service.  We are inviting Trinity UMC to join us. 

Please RSVP by Nov. 23 and bring a dish to pass. 
Table service will be provided. 

-  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  - 
Name ____________________________   Number ____ 
    A-F  Dessert 
    G-O Salad 
    P-Z Meat 

Please turn in to the church office or drop in offering plate. 

It's a busy Fall for Trustees! 
• Approved 3 capital projects for NACC (replace 2    
       classroom floors, playscape in the Spring, and main  
       hall water fountains) 

• Jon painted cupboards in blower room; NACC now  
       has 3 large shelves to store cleaning and other                                               
       products so exit hall next to kitchen can be cleared,       

                                                     per fire code. 

• Potholes in east lot patched. 

• Lamphere's is working on repairing leak in south hall ladies room. 

• Jon cleaned and painted one wall in Pastor's office to replace peeling/
damaged wallpaper. 

• Parsonage work:  Bat guano (eww!) in attic was cleaned up  (Thanks, Jack!);    
2 door latches pending repair, downspouts/extensions being adjusted; limbs 
over screen porch pending trim. 

• New pads ordered for AED, and all FA kits checked and replenished (Thanks, 
Linda T.!) 

• Cleaning of eaves at church, barn and parsonage pending. 

• New cafe reno is progressing!  Electrical updated, cabinets and blinds          
installed, tables & chairs in transit!  Thank you, Cindy Oeschger, for leading 
this huge project! 

• A big THANK YOU to our volunteer lawn maintenance team: Tim Alderman, 
Russ Friess, Paul Schluckebier, and Larry Alpert! 

FOR SALE:  Macbook Pro.  13” screen, 16 GB Ram, 500 GF SSD hard disk, CPU is 
an Intel 15 2.5 Ghz.  Fully updated OS and works great.  $300, questions, call 
Todd at 989-277-3073 


